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The two collections of potted plants, which became the basis for several
versions of “Window-Sill” was produced on two occasions in 1998 and
2000.
The initial version was made in Århus, Denmark, in 1998.
On our more than 50 visits to inhabitants in the city, we asked people to
lend us a potted plant from their window-sill for an exhibition. For each
plant we got we gave a flowering plant as a gift in return, in this case a pink
begonia. The exchange of the plants worked as the starting point for a conversation related to the plant, about the relation between people and plants.
The conversations often focused on social, aesthetic and gender aspect in
the home, as well as on the role of the window-sill as an at once private and
public sphere.
The plants were exhibited together with texts developed on the basis of the
conversations. After the exhibition the plants were returned to the owner.
Before returning them, we photographed each plant for documentation.
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The second version of “Window-Sill” was produced in 2000 in
Copenhagen. Again, we exchanged potted plants with people at their doorstep, and invited them to participate in building up a collection of plants and
stories. In this case we used red geraniums, and focused the project in the
neighbourhood Amager in Copenhagen. Amager is a very diverse urban
area. It shifts between an urban and a suburban character with single-family houses, apartment-blocks and terraced houses. Some of the topics in the
conversations were similar to the ones we had in Århus, but in new variations with specific local stories. As in Århus we edited the conversations
into a small text for each plant. Here the plants filled the window-sills of the
exhibition-space and the stories formed a text-collage on the wall. We also
presented a book with the collection from the first version and again also
this second collection was documented.
The photos and the texts based on the conversations now constitute the
collection Window-Sill and with this material we developed several projects
for different situations. The “Window-Sill” project now consists of a multiple/printed matter, a series of signs for a public park, a book with the full
collection, a series of photographs and a DVD.
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In continuation of the project Window-sill we have photographed each of
the 94 plants individually. We reorganize this material for different contexts,
in this case as 45 frames each containing the photograph and the text of
one plant.
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Window-sills in the valleys
Window sills is a project about botany in the private sphere and people’s
dealing with domestic nature at home. The project is based on research we
have been doing over a longer period of time and which we further develop
in a site-specific installation in the context of the exhibition Sous les ponts,
le long de la rivière... at Casino Luxemburg, Forum de art contemporain.
The project consists of a number of signposts placed along an itinerary leading through the valleys of the Pétrusse and the Alzette in Luxembourg. The
signposts show pictures of domestic plants from private homes, presented
along with short comments and stories (in English, French and German) of
the owners about their plants. The collected research material stems from
visits we paid to people in the two Danish cities of Århus (1998) and
Copenhagen (2000).
Along the itinerary of the Pétrusse and Alzette valleys the signposts are
references to the domestication of nature and the private use of it. They flag
the journey like visual and written marks on a walking tour. They appear as
private reference points in the green area of the public park, and involve an
immediate recognition in the visitors’ minds of their own private spheres.
We wish to point out the relationship between the ‘seminature’ of the public
space - the Pétrusse and Alzette valleys and the domestic nature in the private space - people’s homes. Like in a public park, domestic plants only
have a recreational and aesthetic function and are not vital. The planning of
green areas in urban zones favours the aestheticism of nature - or at least
the idea we have of it. The same is true for domestic pot plants on windowsills. This is what the personal stories related to these plants will confirm.
Moving our collection of domestic pot plants out of the private homes into
the public sphere of the valleys in Luxembourg means establishing a connection between the private ‘botanic’ space and the public green area. The
character of the texts and the ‘superdomesticated’ pot plants illustrate the
relation between private space and domestic nature. The signposts become small subjective reference points appearing as alien elements in the existing public green area around the city of Luxembourg. Each ‘window-sill’
marks a break in the walking tour through the Pétrusse and Alzette valleys
and, by doing so, confers on the project the character of a fragmented narrative.
Extract from Catalogue-text
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the latest version of Window-Sill is a video, showing the individual plants,
and the matching stories read aloud by a male and a female voice. In this
case the video was shown staggered on 3 monitors, with headphones for
each monitor.
language: danish

